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Reclaiming Public Space

A working conference for clergy 
Tuesday 15th September  2009

10.30am – 4.30pm

Manchester Cathedral – Room 1 (in the Visitor’s Centre)
In an age in which an aggressive secularism attempts to deny faith a public role, how can Christians join with others to assert the conditions for human flourishing in our socially and economically divided society?

When local churches are increasingly invited to tender for public services how can they avoid being co-opted by the state?

And within a culture increasingly dominated by consumerism how can the Church empower people to resist conforming to the market?

Church Action on Poverty works with many people, particularly those in marginalised and deprived communities, who feel increasingly that they do not have a voice, despite the large number of initiatives around participation and engagement which have come from government in recent years. 
In a healthy democracy, representative electoral processes need to be balanced by robust forms of direct or participatory democracy in which local citizens can claim their own political spaces.  Government is unable to empower citizens, it is something they have to do for themselves. 
This is why we are developing Changemakers – a network of citizen’s organisations initially in Manchester, Bradford, and Stockton on Tees. These organisations are based on a community organising model which has been tried and tested internationally for many years. These organisations are the same as the one in which Barack Obama cut his political teeth in Chicago and which gave him the confidence, vision, and strategies which made his community-based election campaign so successful. It was also the means by which he came to the Christian faith.
The conference will involve developing a conversation about public life in Britain and the role that the Church should play in that life. It will also offer some tools of engagement to enable congregations to be more effective in mission and working for social justice.

Please RSVP for this event to: Lorraine Shaw Tel: 0161 236 9321 E: lorraines@church-poverty.org.uk
